Early- and late-phase activation of complement evaluated by plasma levels of C3d,g and the terminal complement complex.
Activation of the initial part (early phase) and terminal part (late phase) of the complement cascade was examined. C3d,g and the fluid-phase terminal complement complex were quantified and compared after spontaneous in vitro activation and after acute in vivo activation caused by extracorporeal circulation during coronary artery surgery. The results suggest that there is a close but not complete correlation between early- and late-phase activation of complement, that C3d,g and the terminal complement complex have different elimination rates in vivo, and that these two indicators are valuable for evaluation of early- and late-phase activation, respectively.